Kingdom Living—
According to Jesus Part Two
“Jesus, unlike the founder of any other major faith, holds out hope for ordinary
human life. Our future is not an ethereal, impersonal form of consciousness. We will
not float through the air, but rather will eat, embrace, sing, laugh, and dance in the
kingdom of God, in degrees of power, glory, and joy that we can't at the present
imagine.”
― Timothy Keller
Introduction:

Matthew 13:1-9, “That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the
sea. And great crowds gathered about Him, so that he got into a boat and sat down.
And the whole crowd stood on the beach. And He told them many things in parables,
saying: ‘A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and
the birds came and devoured them. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did
not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of
soil, but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they
withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some
sixty, some thirty. He who has ears, let him hear.’”
Matthew 13:10-13, “Then the disciples came and said to Him, ‘Why do you speak to
them in parables?’ And He answered them, “To you it has been given to know the
secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. For to the one
who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance, but from the one who has
not, even what he has will be taken away. This is why I speak to them in parables,
because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.”
1. True disciples are given the grace to understand the secrets of the kingdom:

2. Speaking in parables separates those who desire to know the Lord:

“Hear then the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown
in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. As for what was sown on rocky
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, yet he
has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution
arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. As for what was sown

among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. As for what was sown
on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears
fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”
1. No one is excluded from:
2. Everyone fits into:
3. Producing fruit is a result of believing:
Characteristics of children in the kingdom:
Matthew 5:3, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
1. Every child of the kingdom enters it through:

Matthew 5:10, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
1. Every child of the kingdom will experience an attack:

Matthew 5:20, “For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes
and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”
1. Every child of the kingdom understands that it is impossible:

Matthew 6:33, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
things will be added to you.”
1. Every child of the kingdom focuses on the:

Matthew 8:11, “I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven…”
1. Every child of the kingdom is just as qualified to be there:

Matthew 11:11, “Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no
one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he.”
1. Every child of the kingdom is a:

Matthew 11:12, “From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven
has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force.”
1. Every child of the kingdom is passionate to:

Matthew 13:44-46, “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a
man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys
that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls,
who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.”
1. Every child of the kingdom knows:

Matthew 18:3-4, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you
will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
1. Every child of the kingdom has a childlike understanding:

Matthew 25:34-40, “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are
blessed by My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world. For I was hungry and you gave Me food, I was thirsty and you gave Me drink, I
was a stranger and you welcomed Me, I was naked and you clothed Me, I was sick and
you visited Me, I was in prison and you came to Me.’ Then the righteous will answer
Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You
drink? And when did we see You a stranger and welcome You, or naked and clothe
You? And when did we see You sick or in prison and visit You?’ And the King will
answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these My
brothers, you did it to Me.’”
1. Every child of the kingdom will give:
Characteristics of those who are disqualified from the kingdom; those who never put their
trust in the completed work of Jesus.
Matthew 7:21-23, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom
of heaven, but the one who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. On that day
many will say to Me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out
demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you workers of lawlessness.’”
1. Those who trust in their own works:

Matthew 18:23-34, “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began to settle, one was brought to
him who owed him ten thousand talents. And since he could not pay, his master
ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to
be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and
I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released
him and forgave him the debt. But when that same servant went out, he found one of
his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to
choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded
with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and went and put

him in prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had
taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all
that had taken place. Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked
servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. And should not you
have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his
master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also my
heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from
your heart.”
1. Those who are contemptuous of the Father’s mercy:

Matthew 19:23-24, “Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the
kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”
1. Those who place their trust in their riches:

Matthew 21:42-43, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The stone that the
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is
marvelous in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away
from you and given to a people producing its fruits.”
1. No one, Jew or Gentile, who rejects Jesus:
Conclusion: Matthew 20:1-16, “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius [ a
day, he sent them into his vineyard. And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in
the marketplace, and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give
you.’ So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. And
about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand
here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the
vineyard too.’ And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers
and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ And when those hired about the
eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. Now when those hired first came, they thought
they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. And on receiving it they grumbled
at the master of the house, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to
us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them,
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you
and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with
what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ So the last will be first, and the first last.”

